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Nemo diu tutus eſt, periculo proximus. Crs, 
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Marrn. xxivV. 44 - e ye alſo readye—-- 


E are met together (myBrethren) 
to pay the laſt kind offices to 
this our departed friend. —It has 

pbleaſed God to call him from us, 
and it is our duty to acquieſce in his ap- 
pointment with moſt humble ſubmiſſion to 
his holy will and pleafure.— It is our duty» 

likewiſe, and may prqve an unf . 

. 9:41 : ad- 


advantage to us, to make a wiſe uſe and 
improvement 'of this viſitation.— And it is 
my deſign to aſſiſt you in this good work, 
by calling off your attention for a while, 
from the cares, the amuſements, and Van 
ties of this life, to a ſerious concern for the 
more important intereſts of another. Re- 
flections of this kind, how profitable ſoever 


in themfelves, are too ſeldom entertain'd,, 


or have too little influence upon the heart 
of man, unleſs they are ſet home by ſuch 
mournful occaſions as this. Here indeed 
it ſeems almoſt impoſſible for the lighteſt 
ſpirit to go away without improvement, 
without ſome ſerious purpoſes of prepara- 
tion for death and the grave, or rather for 
that great and intereſting day which will 
unavoidably ſucceed them. That event 1s 
ſtrongly pointed out in the exhortation of 
the text, and providentially confirm'd and 


impreſ'd upon us, by this particular exam- 
ple of our common mortality. And Oh! 


that-almighty God would vouchſafe to tis 
ſack a meaſure of his grace, that evef y one 
here preſent might ſeriouſly obey the ẽwarn- 
ing that is now given him, both by pre- 
cept and example; and: effectually make 
ready forthat important hour, which fooner: 
or later will infallibly overtake him, and 
conſign him over to the judgment of — 
- . y A 
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for Death, and Judgnene, , 


laſt great day. Be ye therefore ready This i 


is the language of our bleſſed Saviour. 
Be ye alſo read) This is the adm onition of 
providence in the example of our departed 
friend; who, as it were by a ſingle ſpring 
of his ſoul darted ſuddenly from earth to 
heaven; for ſo we charitably truſt concern - 
ing him. But what lively kopes ſoever we 


have reaſon to entertain, in regard to our 


departed brother; Fet if we reflect upon 
the general tenor of men's lives as to reli- 


gion and virtue, how full of imperfection, 


how deficient in duty, how habitually un- 
prepar d; we have too much reaſon to pray 
in the words of our Church, that God 
would deliver us from ſudden death. The 
beſt of men ſhould ſeem to deſire if it were 


little time of recollection, to review their 


paſt lives, the certainty of their repentance, 


the evidences of their pardon and intereſt 
in Chriſt, and to quicken their faith, and 
animate their hope, upon the ncar approach 
of an eternal, unchangeable ſtate. * But 
ſince God in his infinite wiſdom is ſome- 
times; pleaſed to order it otherwiſe, and no 
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Ir was a ſaying 1 think & Chants the fifth 
of Germany, ** Inter vitæ negotia et mortis diem opor- 
tet ſpatium inteteedete. 8 


1 
man 


God's will, to have ſome warning, ſome 


1 Of Preparation 5 | . 


man knows how ſoon his feet may flumble 
upon the dark mountains that lead to the 
valley and ſhadow of death”; it becomes a 
matter of the moſt ſerious concern to be al- 
ways in a due ſtate of preparation for ſuch 
a mar To be ready for the call 
of God, whenſoever it ſhall happen, ' leſt 
coming ſuddenly he find us unprepared. — 
Be ye therefore ready, — e 
THE words in their primary intention, 
are a conſequence drawn from the repre- 
ſentation of our Saviour's final viſitation of 
the Jews, and refer likewiſe, tho' in a more 
concealed manner, to the awful ſolemnity 
of the laſt and general judgment: But ſince 
we are aſſured, that there is no knowledge nor 


device in the grave, and as it is appointed un. 


to men once to die, and after that the judgment; 
ſo the ſentence of it will operate upon 
men according to the habit and diſpoſition 
in which they lived and died. The conſe- 
quence - is therefore natural, Be ye ready. 
This, if it be not the original deſign of the 
words, may at leaſt be conſider'd by way 
of accommodation, as a very important 
ſenſe of them. And according to this la- 
titude of interpretation I ſhall inquire . 
I. In the firſt place what ſort of readi- 
neſs or preparation it is, to which we are 
thus exhorted. . 
I 


for Death & Judgment. 


II. I ſhall point qut the object of it, or 
what it is that we are to prepare for. 
III. I ſhall preſs the exhortation upon 
you, by one ſingle, but ſuitable motive. 
As to the kl, Let it be obſerved, that 
the preparation here required, implies that 
no one thing be wanting in us, which God 
hath made a neceſſary condition or qualifi- 
cation for his favour: For ſince the appro- 
bation of the Supreme Being, and the en- 
joyment of him in a bleſſed eternity, is the 
final end for which this preparation is 
required, it plainly extends to the whole 
compaſs of our chriſtian duty.— It is there- 
fore a religious preparation of heart and life, 
comprehending the cli 9e of God, and 


of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, a 
lively ſteadfaſt faith in him, and a ſincere 
endeayour after univerſal obedience. For 
faith and obedience comprehend the whole 
ſum and ſubſtance of chriſtian religion. 
Repentance, how important and necef- 
ſary a duty ſoever it be, comes in only as a 
ſupply to the deficiency of former duties, 
to repair ſomething which never ought to 
have been violated. It is a means which 
God hath found out, and eſtabliſhed in 
Chriſt, to ſave us from the weakneſs and 
folly and perverſeneſs of our own paſſions ; 
. nenuold imperFyt 
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is continually watching for the coming of 


10 / Preparation © 


ons we continually ſtand in need of this re- 
medy, yet where a lively faith and ſteadfaſt 

liedes is preſerv d, there will always 
be proportionably leſs need of repentance. 
The readineſs then, or preparation that is 
here required implies that we entertain a 
ſerious ſenſe and firm perſuaſion, of our 
being made partakers of the mercies of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus, and of being admitted when 
we come to die, to that happy ſtate of im- 
mortality and joy, which are ſaid to be 
brought to light by the goſpel. When a 
calm and ſober reflection upon his paſt life, 


and the teſtimony of a well-informed con- 


ſcience ſhall warrant any man in drawing 
up this concluſion in his own favour, then 
has he made the preparation that 1s here 
required ; then is he ready to entertain the 
ſummons of death, not only without fear 
or terror, but eyen to welcomeits approach 
with joy; becauſe fin which is the bitter- 
neſs of it, and tips the arrows of death with 
poyſon, is ſubdued and mortified within 
him. Let the king of terrors make his ap- 


. 


AR languiſhings of ſickneſs, or by 


ome more ſudden unexpected ſtroke of his 
fatal dart; yet can it be no ſurprize to the 
man who by a perſevering faith and obedi: 
ence 1s habitually prepared. Such a man 


his 


for Death & Judgment. 11 


his Lord, and tho' the paſſage from this 
world be ſharp and terrifying, yet will he 
- rejoice, by any means, or at any time to 
meet him, whether his coming be at even, 
or at midnight, or at the cock-crowing, or in the 
morning. Such is the readineſs or prepara- 
tion here required, ) 
Bur if a man would be ſatisfied that he 
is in ſuch a ſtate, he muſt take care not to 
judge of himſelf, by any ſudden ſtarts, of 
iety, or by any tranſitory convictions, but 
* the habitual temper of his ſoul, and the, 
general prevailing tenor of his life —He' 
muſt find the love of God the reigning. pa- 
ſſion of his heart, and give a demonſtration 
of it in his life by charity and compaſhoh 
to ſuch as bear his image. He mult be con- 
{cious to himſelf, that he has made 1t the 
reat and principal endeavour of his life, to 
cultivate the faith and fear of God within 
him. He muſt be ſenſible that he has kept a 
conſcience as much as poſſible void of offence 
towards God and man, and that he has /ived 
ſoberly,righteouſly and godly in this preſent world, 
For of all the marks whereby men uſually 
judge of their ſtate and condition towards 
God, there is none more certain and infal- 
lible than that of St. John.“ He that dbeth 
good is of God ; and again, F He that dveth 


— * 3 John ver. 11. $ 1 Jahn ni. 7. 
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righteouſneſs is righteous even as heis rightedds. 
An honeſt upright life, influenced by the 
rules of the goſpel, and depending upon the 
merits of Chri Jeſus to found itfelt upon, 
is that which will give a man the greateſt 
peace and comfort, when all other ſatisfac- 
tions are making themſelves wings, and 
preparing to take their flight from him for- 
ever. 

Too many people conceive themſelves to 
be prepared fi leaving this world, who 
for want of examining the true ſtate of their 
ſouls, by the general tenor of their lives; 
have very little reaſon for their confidence: 
And others are very fearful and apprehen- 
ſive of death, who might juſtly meet the 
approach of it with comfort. The melan- 
choly temper of ſome, and the ſanguine 
complexion of others, fill their minds with 
fearsand hopes, which are by no means the 
reſult of reaſon and ſober recollection, but 
only of their natural temper and diſpoſition. 
Theſe therefore ſhould be ſuppreſs'd as much 
as poſlible, and chriſtians ſhould labour to 


make a truereſtimate of their condition, from 
a ſtrict and frequent review of the general 
tenor of their paſt lives in regard to their 
faith and obedience, their love of God and 
charity to men, their lapſes arid miſcarriages, 
how far theſe have been wilful; or ſuffered 

f to 


for Death & Judgment. 


to become habitual ; what check has been 
put upon them by the remedy of repentance; 
and what evidences of pardon and mercy 
through Chriſt have been thence derived. 
What reſolutions they have formed of reſiſt- 
ingtemprations, of ſubduing and mortifying 
their luſts, and how they have ſucceeded in 
maintaining them. ---- Whether upon the 
whole, they find the love of God to increafe 
upon their hearts, and the intereſts, pleaſures 
and vanities of the world grow daily more 
and more indifferent, and fit loofer about 
them.—Whoever upon a ſober examination 
can give himſelf a fatisfying anſwer &s to 
theſe enquiriesneed not be much concerned, 
or trouble himſelf about any anaccountable 
depteſſions, or deſpondency of temper, but 
comfortably hope and truſt that his prep: 
ration will be accepted; that he has attain- 
ed to the readinefs here requir d of him, and 
that by continuing in this good way, be 
can never be ſurprized at the call of his Lord, 
how ſoon or how ſudden ſoever it may be. 


Tus I have conſidered what fort of rea- 
dineſs or preparation it is, to which we are 
exhorted. | 

I ſhall now | 

II. Secondly examine the Object of it, or 

what it is that we are to prepare for. 
Now 
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Nov the immediate object of this prepa- 
ration is death, as that is the cloſe of all our 
activity here below, and conſigns us over 
to the Judgment of the great Day, which 
is the final object of all our preparations. As 
the tree falls ſo it lies, In what condition 
ſoever death ſhall find us, in the ſame muſt 
we appear before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt. 
This is what generally caſts ſuch a damp 
upon the mind, and raiſes ſuch gloomy ap- 
prehenſions about that fatal period of mor- 
tality, — the anxious dread of an hereafter 
Hor otherwiſe we ſhould almoſt naturally 
deſire to lay aſide this corruptible body 
with which we are now encumber'd, and 
rejoice to be cloathed upon with life. 

. DEATH it muſt be owned, is a very 
mortifying ſound to humane nature, but 
then it 1s chiefly ſo to the unprepared, to 
thoſe whoſe views and deſigns have been 

Wl) confined to this life, They are at their 
1 wits end, they are filled with amazement 
0 and confuſion when they find themſelves 
removing to a ſtate of which they have 

been wilfully ignorant, and the principal 

enjoyment of which they have neither taſte 

nor reliſh for. The chief thing that crowns 

this event with terror, is not ſo much the 

pain or ſickneſs, the diſtreſs or languiſhing 

of a dying bed, as 8 

| 8 | pe 
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fer Deatb and Judgment. 1 5 
pect beyond the grave, the unprovided 
condition of the ſoul, the want of a ſerious 
acquaintance with God, and with religion, 
the want of an Intereſt in Chriſt, and the 
reproaches of a guilty conſcience; other- 
wiſe it is but a ſhort dark paſſage to light 
and love and joy, to an ęndleſs and glorious 
immortality. If you are able to look back 
upon your paſt lives without any regretting 
remembrance ; if you can truly ſay, that, 
in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity you have 
had your converſation in the world, that 
you have made it your earneſt endeavour, 
to fear and love, to venerate and obey the 
great author of your being, and to intereſt 
your ſelves in his redeeming grace— If you 
are conſcious that you have laboured to 
benefit mankind, chiefly as to their ſpiritual 
intereſt— If you have ſet looſe to the plea- 
ſures and enjoyments of the, world, and 
have received the allotments of divine pro- 
vidence towards you with patience and 
reſignation ; then is death diſarm'd of its 
ſting, and become a gentle paſsport to a 

happy immortality. 8 

Ir muſt be owned indeed ( as I ſaid be- 
fore) that the very thought of death as a 
ſeparation of ſoul and body, has even na- 
turally ſomething in it that is alarming to 

| humanity ; and tho' by the means I have 
15 recommended 
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tween the righteous and the wicked, between 


ſuch as have made ſuitable preparation, and 
thoſe who have not done ſo. Tho the 
natural terrors that attend a diſſolution of 
ſoul and body ſhould be allowed to take 
place indifferently with one or the other, 
in conſequence of each man's particular 
make or conſtitution, yet the reflections 
that will force themſelves upon the mind, 
in this important criſis, the review of what 
is paſt, and the intereſting proſpect of what 
is to come will eſtabliſh an infinite diffe- 
rence between them, and cauſe the negli- 
gent tocry out in-the bitterneſs of their ſouls, 
and regret the want of that preparation 
which only could enable them to look upon 
death without trembling and aſtoniſhment. 
HE then who is deſirous of getting the 
victory over death, muſt labour to prepare 
for it by a holy life; and ſince he knows 
not the time when it will pleaſe God to 


call him from the preſent ſcene of action, 


- 1 
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for Death © Judgment. 17 
NERC CY 
TH1s is what I promiſed to urge and 
preſs upon you, | 
III. In the third place by a ſingle, but 
very perſuading motive.—And where ſhall 
I find a ſtronger or more effectual motive 
to a conſtant habitual preparation than the 
example now before you: How ſuddenly 
did our dear departed Friend bow before 
the ſtroke of death ! — without one reluc- 
tant ſtruggle, — in the very midſt of health 
and ſtrength and enjoyment, nature at once 
gave way, and yielded to the mighty con- 
queror. — The loſs indeed 1s our's, who 
could very ill have ſpared ſo eminently uſe- 
ful and exemplary a member of ſociety, 
and had it been conſiſtent with the will of 
heaven, might juſtly have deſired his lon- 
ger continuance — But it becomes us to 
ſubmit to the determination of infinite wiſ- 
dom. Tho' 'tis ours to mourn the loſs, to 
him we truſt it is a happy change, who by 
the habitual exerciſe of chriſtian virtue, the 
effect of a well grounded faith, may cha- 
ritably be preſumed to have poſſeſſed that 
preparation and readineſs which I have 
been recommending. 
WHILE he continued with us, he was 

a lively exatnple of many excellent virtues, 
and a great encourager of them in others. 
He ſtudied as the Apoſtle adviſes, #0 be 
Weg _ =: quiet, 
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quiet, and to mind his own buſineſs, and left 
others to the management of theirs; which 
gave him the felicity of complying with 
another branch of apoſtolick advice, as 
much as poſſible to live peaceably with all men. 
For this indeed he was naturally well fitted, 
ſince tho' he knew how to reſent ill treat- 
ment, yet he had ſo great a command of 
his temper, that he was able to ſuppreſs 
his reſentment, where any good end, eſpe- 
elally where any publick intereſt, might be 
ſerved by ſuch forbearance. For this rea- 
ſon he had no quarrels or contentions upon 
his hands, ſince he never willingly diſobli- 
ged any once; on the contrary, he labour- 
ed to promote and preſerve peace among 
others. He had much of candour both in 
judging and ſpeaking of others, and took 
great pleaſure in hearing of their proſperity. 
In his economy, he delighted much in ſim- 
plicity, and carefully avoided all oſtenta- 
tion. Conſidered as a huſband, he was 
kind, faithful and affectionate.— As a father, 
he was careful, loving and provident.— In 
the conduct of his domeſtick affairs, wiſe, 
hoſpitable and prudent. He was ſincere 
and plain-hearted in his diſcourſe, and pro- 
feſſions, making it a rule never to promiſe 
any thing, but what he intended exactly 
to perform. So alſo his friendſhip was __ | 


w_ _ 1 —_—_ 
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the pretence and complement. of one who 
can cringe and fawn and flatter, promiſe a 
great deal and mean nothing; but his 
friendſhip was active, real and ſteady, and 


exceeded in performance and affection what 


his expreſſions imported. Neither was this 
diſpoſition contracted into a narrow com- 
paſs, but was generous and diffuſive; more 
open indeed and liberal to his particular 
friends, and to the houſhold of faith, yet he 
had learnt to do good to all, as opportunity 
oftered, and was careful not to ſpeak evil 
of any.— In his converſation he was chear- 
ful, generous and open, tho' with ſome de- 
gices of prudent reſerve, unleſs it were to 
his moſt intimate friends ; with theſe he 
was quite undiſguiſed.— In his honour he 
was unſpotted, juſt and upright in his deal 
ings, and faithful to his truſts. 

Bur his religion was the moſt open of 
all bis profeſſions. To this he was a ſin- 
cere friend ; and as his fortune and intereſt 
in the world enabled him to give great 
countenance and ſupport to it, ſb his libe- 
ral donations this way, are a teſtimony how 
much his heart was in it. And I doubt not 


if it had pleafed God to have given him 


warning of his approaching end, but that 
he would have given ſurther teſtimony of 
this particular diſpoſition, by ſome liberal 
C 2 bequeſts 
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bequeſts to pious and charitable uſes “ 
His religion was not ſuited to the times, 
that he might make a gain of godiineſs, but 
as it was ſald of Muaſan in the Acts, he 
was an old try'd ſteadfaſt d%eiple, and fon 
of the Church of England ; andihe took 
great pains and uſed” his beſt endeavours 
to educate his children and family in a 
{tri&t adherence to it, as that which he 
himſelf was firmly perſuaded of, and found 
much comfort in. As he firmly believ'd 
and entertained a real regard for the reve- 
lation of Jeſus Chriſt, and the purity of his 
Gotpel, ſo it grieved him to fee many fit 
o looſe to doctrines of ſuch infinite con- 
ſequence to the ſafety of their fouls — He 
was a lover. and careful attender of the 
publick worſhip and ſacraments of the 
church, and behaved there with ſuitable 
gravity and compoture, as one that came 
thither to worſhip God, and not to affront 

him 


td 
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* Of this I am well perſuaded, not only from ſome con- 
verſation I had with him at his leiſure hours, but I am 
further confirm'd in it from ſome imperfect minutes de- 
ſizn'd as the foundation of a Will, which I am told he 
has left behind him; one article of which was a very 
handſome bequeſt for the uſe of the poor. There is 
indeed nothing valid or obliging in theſe minutes; yet I 
have been inform'd, that his Lady and Children gene- 
rouſly deſign to eflabliſh that particulzr article in favour 


91 the poor. 
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him ( as the manner of ſome is) by alight 
and trifling behaviour — His religion was 
void of oſtentation, and eſpecially his cha- 
rity, of which he made as few witneſſes 
as poſlible : Indeed he was content, and 
was even better pleaſed, to have no other 
witneſs of his alms, but God and the par- 
ty relieved. - His engaging as a member, 
and aſſiſting in the ſupport of ſeveral ſoci- 
eties eſtabliſhed for pious and charitable 
purpoſes, f are a ſufficient evidence of his 
diſpoſition that way. | 
I ſhall only add upon this head of His 
religion, that as you all know his profeſſion 
was that of the church of England, ſo he 
was conſtant in adhering to it, at no time 
given to wavering or unſteadineſs. He 
had conſidered and weighed it well, and 
therefore perſevered in it with a laudable 
firmneſs. But tho' he was immoveable in 
his profeſſion, yet he was far from bitter- 
neſs, or uncharitable cenſure towards 0- 
thers, and agrecably he lived upon a very 
| friendly 
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+ Hz was a member of the Society eſtabliſhed in England 
by royal charter for propagation of the Goſpel in foreign 
arts, — A member and treaſurer of the charitable So · 
ciety in this Town — A member of the ſocicty for en- 
couraging induſtry and employing the poor And upon 
all occaſions diſcovered a chearful readineſs to contribute 
to any charitable, or any publick uſeful deſign that was 
recommended to him. 
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friendly foot with people from whom he 
differed widely i in religious ſentiments. — 
In ſhort, he was a publick good, and is 
univerſally acknowledged and lamented as 
a publick loſs. —His family have loſt a wor- 
thy head — The church a great.and firm 
ſupport — The induſtrious poor a ſincere 
friend and patron — His ſervants a good 
maſter — The publick community a moſt 
uſeful and valuable member. | 
Bor in the midſt of our mourning for fo 
great a loſs, and conſidering how ſuddenly 
he was ſummon'd to leaye the world, and 
enter upon an unchangeable ſtate, it ought. 


to be matter of great comfort and fatisfac- 


tion to us all, but eſpecially to thoſe who 
were moſt particularly dear to him, that 
he hath left behind him ſo many evidences 
of his faith and virtue. If any one is cu- 
rious to enquire after his imperfections, 
( from which no merely humane example 
is entirely free, ) let them be covered with 
the veil of humanity and love. Our duty 
is to copy his virtues, and to take this as a 
ſolemn warning, to be always in readineſs 
for death and judgment. 

Whatever nature may ſeem to promiſe 
any of you, or whateyer you may promiſe 


yaur ſelves, no one knows what the will 
and wiſdom of providence have determined 
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concerning him. An overſnadowing cloud 
may unexpectedly ſtretch forth its wings 
and cover you. Your brightneſs and 
gayety may ſuddenly darken ; your feet 
may inſtantly ſtumble, and caſt you in a 
moment into the valley and ſhadow of 
death. Think of ſuch an event, not as 
merely poſlible, but think of it rather as 
probable ; and while any of you are enter- 
taining your minds with bright images of 
future pleaſure, let death and judgment a- 
while arreſt your thoughts, and teach you 
a more profitable leſſon. Be attentive to 
the language of the grave; tho' the ſound 
be ſolemn, yet 'tis highly improving ; tho' 
its voice be ſoft, and caſily drown'd for the 
preſent, by the noiſe and hurry of vanity, 
yet 'tis ſteady and perſevering ; it will 
ſurely reach you in ſome dark diſconſolate 
hour ; 'twill find you in retirement, in af- 
fliction, upon a bed of ſickneſs, (if that be 
allowed you) and if not attended to before, 
will produce a fearful trembling both of 
ſoul and body. — Be ye therefore always 
ready — Withdraw yourſelves ſeaſonably 
from the world, its alluring baits, its falſe 
and deceitful pleaſures, its corrupt luſts and 
dangerous temptations. Remember who 
hath forwarned you that the friendſhip of it 
is enmity with God. Secure above all things, 

the 


Secure 21 rd in "Chriſt the: Redeemer” 
and lat the” pleaſures! and amufements of 
ile Have no more place in you than is cn. 
ſiſtent with an improving. gtace and pievyry 
With that holineſs of heart and life wWwhichr. 
[Way pronounce you ready whe: randy 9 
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-and ;piety will only give 
dance toward Godyignd'enderyantat 
table in his ſight, in whoſe: ey8/alone 


25 worth your while to be approved.” 
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